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Beginning at noon Nov. 4, Argentina's most influential labor organization, the General Labor
Confederation (CGT), staged a 12-hour nationwide strike to protest the government's economic
policies. The strike began at noon, followed by demonstrations and rallies throughout the afternoon
and evening. According to local news sources, transportation, public services, and retail activities
in Buenos Aires and most provincial capitals were virtually paralyzed. In an unprecedented
move, presidency office personnel (serving the president, the cabinet, and the highest level of
the national bureaucracies) participated in the walkout. The action was apparently motivated by
discontent resulting from a decision by the executive to exclude these public servants from a salary
compensation system for public administration employees. Previously, presidency office personnel
either refused to participate in strikes organized by the CGT or member unions, or offered only
symbolic gestures of support. On Nov. 3, Interior Ministry spokespersons confirmed that a meeting
scheduled for Nov. 5 to convene representatives of 12 political parties for the final elaboration of a
"social pact" had been postponed until next week. According to the Ministry, the meeting was called
off because the country's major opposition party, the Justicialistas (Peronists) had not yet delivered a
"categorical" response to government authorities indicating that they would participate. Justicialista
spokespersons told Argentine news agency DYN on Nov. 2 that party leaders decided such a
meeting on the day after the CGT strike would be "inopportune." (Basic data from several reports
by DYN) [For details, see "Argentina: Notes on Preparation of `Social Pact' Among Government,
Opposition Parties & Labor," Chronicle 11/03/87.]
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